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almost certainly a British Anzani-powered
unit, which provided propulsion in the
water at less than Tmph.

There was rather cramped
accommaodation for a driver and
commander; the latter would also have
acted as punner if the vehicle had been
fitted with a turret. The single front wheel
allowad the hull, which was of "fdin armour
steel plate to be brought to a point,
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rather like a boat,

Tests were carried out in early May 1842
- described as 'most secret’ - and, in July
1942, the Scorpion was submitted to the
Department of Tank Design (DTD) for what
was described as 'a brief performance trial’
using a Daimier Dingo scout car a5 a
reference. Over a period of two days the
Scorpion was to be tested "across country,
up steep slopes and in water' with the
intention of identifying any weak areas of
the design.

The first trials required that the Scorpion
descend a 25° bank onto a narrow road and
then proceed along the road to climb an
18° slope, slantwise, into a field. The

driver had to lean out of the hull like this o start the
af bt T knot, (WM, H15443)

Scorplon made short work of this
manoeuvre whilst the Dingo had to reverse
after descending the bank. Next came a
cross-country speed test where the
Scorpion travelled at about 25mph over a
rough field and, although it was highly
manceuvrable, the constant pitching must
have made it most uncomfortable for the
crevw. ©n the next test which involved
erossing a three-foot wide, two-foot deep,
ditch the Dingo actually gat itself stuck and
the driver damaged the pearbox trying to
get free, but the Scorpion was able to cross
with ease since the axle layoul meant that
the vehicle remained in contact with both
banks, The Scorpion also easily crossed 3
20-yard patch of 18-inch deep mud
from which the Dingo had to be towed
out.

i & deep pond, the Scorpion showed
that it could swimat a speed of about
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The Scorplon shows what it s made of in fine
sand which is both loose ard dry. Note the nose-
up attituds, even witen at rest,
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1 kmot but was unable to turn, and steering
had to be effected by grounding on the
banks and using these to turn, Its
amphibious performande was equally slow
in a canal and it was unable to extricate
itself across a 10in vertical rise. Obwviously,
the Dinge was not subjected to the
amphibious trials,

O a bumpy gravel road, the Scorpion
was able to travel at about 15-20mph
befare the fore-and-aft pitching caused it
ta swerve violently and for the driver to
lose control. & concrete gradient of 1:2.25
was successfully climbed as was a gravel
slope of 1:2.98. On soft sand, the vehicle
Becarne suspended on the single wheels of
the frant and rear axles and, in attempting
to extricate it, the gearbox was darmnaged
and the eil lost, resulting in it having to be
tovwed out. & univarsal carrier crossed the
same sand nullah with camparative ease,

Despite the fact that the Scorpien boiled
its coaling water during the majority of the
trial, which led to the comment that 'the
cooling is unsatisfackory®, the officer in
charge was reasonably impressed with
Opperman’s welrd machine, ln writing a
report af the trials, he concluded that it had
a 'very pood cress country performance for
a wheeled vehicle’ but doubted that a
"wehicle without suspension would prove
reliable’ going on to say that if 'some form
of independent suspensian was empleyed..,
the riding and steering qualities would be
improved without affecting its capabilities
as an amphibian’,

At the conclusion of the trials, DTD
recommended that the 'project be closed”
but, interestingly, there was some dissent
with this view, and the officer originating
the project defended the Scorpion as being
‘novel and interesting... [with) an
essentially simple and rugged design’. An
experimental Mk 2 Scorpion was ordered in
which Opperman was said to be improving
the cocling arrangements and incorporating
sorme form of differential lock, but what
bacame of thiz, i it was built, is not known,
It seems that, although no more examples
were constructed, TT2 was never one to
look a gift horse in the mouth and the
principles of skid steering by means of a
braked differential, and suspension by

means af the tyres alone, were borrowed experimental Rhino.

from the Scorpion for the Thornycraoft So, perhaps it wasn't quite another of
Terrapin and after the War, the same those inevitable blind alleys on the road to
approach was used an the TV1000 automotive nirvana but it wasn't far off. B
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Cao...er.. imwet sand, the multiple wheelbases of the Scorpion leave o very distinctive trall,
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