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Thie sidhe panels of the cab portfon of production
vehicles ware corrugated for added strength,
Thie frant winch, missing from this vehicle, was
a standird Ordnance rmiadel, and was recesned
Into the front panel, In most spplications this
winch Is powered via o power take-aff shaft, but
Thi sarilast member of the Goer family was this vefcle built by Clark Equipment Company. Based on witer inxtallod an the Goer, /'t wis drfven by a
thalr Michigan Bividan Model 75 log skidder. Clark's machine was powered by a Connmming slx-eyfinder  hydraulic mator, (Courtesy, History Qffice, US
allgsed engine, (Codrtesy, Patton Moaneum, Fort Knax, Kentioy) Army Tiank Automaotive Command)

David Doyle takes up the story of the intriguingly-named 8-ton 4x4 Caterpills

he decade followlng WW2 was a period of unprecedented developments in tactical Le Tourneau-Waestinghouse offered

T-..\:.hi.;[lug by the US milltary. Even before the close of hostilities, studies had begun three varlants in the 15-ton class... cargo
towards the design of future generations of vehicles. Special consideration was given (¥M437), tanker (XM438) and wrecker

to vithicles l—_,|5:|1-|b|,;| of aperating in extrome off-road conditions, |}.Illil_'|.l|:|1 Iy if the machine [:{Mﬁﬁd:l. However none of these made it into

alse offered a substantlally Increased load-carrying capacity, In 1956, as part of this guest series production,
for mobility combined with carrying capacity, the United States Armor Board began In the 8-ton class was an entry from the
evaluating larpe whoeled sarth-moving equipment which might be suitable for potential Caterpillar Tractor Company, With a
tactical application, The Board felt that this type of construction equipment could be used background in the design and construction
a% a basis for a now series of tactical vehicles, of heavy articulated vihicles, and millitary

In 1957 testing began on a number of Clark Equipment, Le Tourneau-Westinghouse, | contracting experience dating back to the
commerclally-available vehicles, all equipped  and Caterpillar for 4x4 all-terrain vehicles Holt tractors of the Great War, It is not
with articulated steering. As a result of these  of various weight classes. Clark supplied a surprising that the Cat’ design did well and,
tests, developrment contricts were awarded to  prototype in the 5-ton class whilst in 1960, Caterpillar was awarded a 55 million

cantract to design, develap and bulld eight
E = : T Bton cargo trucks. These were delivered during”
* - ti g ; G 1961 and 1962 for testing, In June 1962 two
) | j - 10-tan wreckers and two 2500-gallon tankers

were added to the contract as well.
In May 1963, another contract was awarded

SUTTOTIE. B e, o
i | g \ - — b Catérpillar covering 13 cargo vehicles, gight
ol l & % L 7, . B tankers and two wreckers, all of which were
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Much of the vehlie le's strength was & nesule

L .
" ] 1 R - it af careful design, Rathar tham magsive steel
Purther developmenty ceiulted i ahi TORE voryion of the XMSIUE T I ed the sorie prglnn as members, nstead stiingers and ribs made of
,'r.l.r.,, edecessor, bul this was irow couplod to s v -ipsod frangerissron with torgue coperierand relativelv-thin steel, reminlscent ofircralt and
plaratary defve, This cab was redeslgned, redueiag the vahicle's overall lengeh, The selfmcovery whip dexige, provided strdmgel, [Courtasy, History
wilnch inataiiation was sfso revamped completely, (Courtesy, Pattorn Museum, Fort Knox Kemfucky) Offlee, LS Army Tank Autamotive Comtmancd)
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Below: The Goer could be operated on side
stopas of up to 307, The rear axie of the M520
wis powered th rc'u._:r'l ] dr.:\'.'f-tﬁ'..-:nl,‘-.‘, and used
the sam -ﬁdr’ffe*'*r-'a' a5 did the front axis,

For such @ large and cumbearsome-appearning
vehicle, bedts at Aberdeén Froving Leoiod
showed it to be remarkably agile in mud and
rugged terrain. (Courtesy, History Office, US
Arrmy Tank Automstinve Commarnd |
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Originafly, Caterpillar created & multi-feel version of their D333 six-gylinder engine to satify the U5
.drm_l."-; et .r-l,l.l' r!'.‘u.'.:'l"_.‘.!.'I_.‘II|:'.F_|.'..J.“.'II|!|:[.'|'.'| in thefr tactios] Cravsport veinelet. The 1,'.-|-§|'r.u- Ipro._f-;;cr:‘::‘.' J-?.&"bhp
frart fts 8603ce. Later models used the stralght-alesel modsi G&I?EE.er:g.he fa-gaﬁn'anuafme{jﬁer
were 380in (9652mm) long, and It was just over 26 [ 2440mmlivgh: Tie IﬂEgan’tmﬁjaEﬂ{r:resJ of
Juel. divided into o tanks, gdine ita FanGe dfdpprpm;mtﬂ_fﬂﬂﬂmdts{%:ﬁ} mp:,ﬂrdﬂ:’.imd
CTE R mﬁl" {S0km/h), thauwgh efe fack of suspensionand the
large sarth-maver tyres tended fo caute cumml'pmbkm
ERCOurRGIng most operators to keep the :-;:w.-w't.l'an: [
{Courtesy, Histary Office, US Arrmy Tank Auﬂ'}a |

aop tr 64.AL
the end of the trial period, the vehldu'n-ﬂfu;
stoced Until 7966 when they were sent to
Pleiku, Vietnam for further trisls in support of

terrain whers na M553 wreckers and 371 M559 tankers.
i Production baganwnme:ﬁah{_-g withfinal 2%

A winterisation system, inciuding 3 hardiop cab
enciossne, was developed for the XM520 serfes
vehicles, [astallation of this sysiem permitied
operation of the vefiicle at temperatores as low
&5 -65°F (-36°C). The tyres used on these vehicles
Mumber 7300, tfhe final Goer; [daving the Marneits Marine assermbly plant whers the bodres were bulll,  huge T0-pily TE.00x33 off-road tyred, also
Cat"supplied the mechanical components {o -"-"'1r'rrn|:¢ Marine. Althoogh it was fested successfully in doubied as the suspeasion sysiem. (Courtesy

[ 964, seven years passed before this production order was placed, (Courtesy, Jeff Rowsam) Patton Meseu, Fort Knox, Kemtucky)




When l|'.i£|'|r|'_l' it o rateeials Jr.lrllllu'r"lr;l. Fae

the MEN) was designated MEYT, Desolte thee
three large cargo doors (one o gach 2ide ard
Qe ok thermar] falnd o cango Coers, this criami
was invaluable to expedite urloading in combal
aris, where tlire (eniticpl {Courtesy, History
CHffice, U5 Army Tank Automaotive Comrtndg)
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Thowgh the M55 retalped th large droplslde panels of the M5S0 the saime cannot be saild far the (adgate. Iyt Ve bt Wy i R Ul _I‘;:-I'FHH thiraengh

Mast of the Goer viehicled ware equipped with a safi-top cab cover, as /¢ this example. The trafvi raal !

fdeets vl drlviesshafts copling the front and rear sectfons can be clearly seenh n thisphato
[Caurteay, Histary Offfce, US Army Tank Automotive Commanmd |

D

which coutd be played the cable of the rear dreg winch, Intendad for recovering mired sliter vehifclis, the hydraulically pavrred winch, Bl iy Pacific Car and
Foundry, had a 45,000 (b {20, 454ka) capacity, It wak elvctrically controlied thradgh o tether. (Courtesy, Hixtary Qffice, LS Tank Automotive Cimitinnd)

deliverles being made In June 1976 although
It Is almiost certain that Caterpillar did not
build the praduction vehicle themsalyes,
rather preferring to subkontract to Marinette
Marlne, Cat’ and Marinette Marlne bad a
relationship going back many years, based

on Cat' supplying powerplants for ships bullt
at Marinette's yard and It seems that Cat’
supplied the mechanical components, and
Marinette Marine built the bodies at their

shipyard,
Although thair use In Southesst Asia was

The Marinatte Morine plant alio produced 371 examples of the fuel fanker varfant, Fully loaded,
phose tarkaes Hpped the scalog ot 46, 550 b (27, T60ki). Like all the otfuer Goery the MESS was 70
{27 43mm ) wide, The cab partions of the ME20 and the MBT T were ideint/cal, whereas the cab of the
M55 - gy well an thre of the M55 3 - differed. The cab sectionsof the later twa wiicley included the
AREESENFY powitr Take ”.'I-Ir" and éarrtroli for operating Ehe spe I.:.'.':r‘ullq'r;lI.'Iuh.'r'r:f housed i bivelr foar
undts, (Courteny, Mistary Office, LS Tank Autamobive Command)
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with the military. Awkward to use on hard-

surfaced roads, as well as balng oversized, the

Cioer was superseded by the Oshkosh heavy
expanded mobility tactical truck (HEMTT)

which managed to combine off-road heavy
transport mobllity with adequate road

pecformance. Accordingly, the Goers were v
surplused, but sadly with a demilitarisation

arder similar to that of the M151, Critical l

successful, the Goer was not long for service ‘
|
|
1
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companents [n the steering and driveling had

bo be destroved Before title was transferred,

Those that do exist in private collections are

rare re-assermblages of these vehicles. I I

A fill array of Fecovery SR e Bguipment

wild earried on Lhe MEST, neluding two spare

tyrey, Other Cour vishiches wire nat sguippad

-\.lrl.!|l| Lpare r.p.lrl'.. ax thelr crews did not have Lhe

imearm of ehaiging ehem Moatloe Bl warning |
baageon mounted o Dhe tractor unil, (Cobrfeny,

Hisrory Cfffca, US Tank Autarmathve Cammand)
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transmit the power fo the gr

DESCRIPTION

Like much of Caterpillar's earth-rmoving equipmeant, the Coerconsisted of separate front and rear
umits. The Lnits were conmected by an articulated joint that permitied fateral oscillation up o 20°
and a steenng angie U o 607,

The forward unit had the cab, with seals for the driver on the left and the yehicle commander o
his right, and the emgine behind the crew ares. The Goer had a moveable windshisld and a typical
military removabie canvas top with separate side curtains,

A Caterpillar 0533 (multi-fuel] or DS33C {diesel] siv-cylinder engine, producing 192kkp from
8603cc, was arranged o drive the vehicle via 3 six-speed ‘power-shift "automaiic transmission.
A-short propetier shaft connected the'driveling ta the front differential 2nd out to the planetary
drives in the front hubs,

The rear differantial was driven through a clutchand universally-joimted drive-shafts from the
[front differsnzial, The final drives in the rear wheels were also planetary. The rear-wheels wens
autarnatically drivenin first and second gears, but were sutormatically disconnectod as the
transmission shifted from second fo third gear. The operator could manually override this automatic
disepgagement of the rear wheels if need be,

Amaringly, these huge vehictos were fully amphibious using the whesls for propulsion in the water.

The carga bed, of comigated construction, made up the bulk of the rear section of the cargo Goern
A hinged tailgate and drop-sides (er doors) allowed rapid discharge of eargo, with watertight seals
to presorve the Goer s swimming abiity. The lasge cango anes coufd transport six stapdand militan
pallets similtaneously, orone CONEX container and two patlets or 25 55-gallon [220 litre | drums
The standard military-type Gar Wood 10,000 (b {4545kg | capacity winch was recessed into the
front panel of the cab,

Some of the targo trucks were fitted with a crane for foading snd unfoading, and were designated
MYFT. Lie mest US wheeled vehicles, special kits were developed for the Goer incloding an arclic
kit infra-red driving fight kit, wheel chain kit, machine-gun &it. and a traifer brake kit

M553 WRECKER

The general arrangement of the M55 3 wat very simmilar bo that of the M320. However rather thana
cango bax as the second section, the M553 camied 2 vanety of recovery equiniment.

Among the recovery gear was a hydmaulicaily-operated crane with 3 maximim [ifting capacity
of 10,000 20,000 {b (4545-9090kg ), depending on the operating raditis. The boom vas & i
{ 1830mm) forg. and extendable to 16t [4.88m). A hydraulic piomp, driven by the engine
crarmkshaft, operated the fydrsulics, and manually -operated outriggers were wied to stabilice the
Iruck diiring recovery oparations,

Like the cargo tricks, the M553 atwo had the standand 10,000 (b [4545kg) capacity front-
maounied self-recovery winch

M559 2500-GALLON FUEL TANKER

The M55S war the fanker vaviant of the Goer family, featuring & 2500-gallon {10,000 fitns)
stainless-sieed tank, pimp, military aircraft fuel filfer, four pressare discharge outiets, three
discharge hioses and a large bulk outler. All three boses could be dischanged simultanecusty and
there was also a gravity discharge outlet for handling bedk fuel at storage sites
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