other entourage members
during the two-week tennis
extravaganza. The tiny satei-
lite shop lacks any of the
tony affect of its mother ship,
the Jacques Dessange salon
on Park Avenue. In fact, it’s
about as glamorous as an
old-time barber shop, with
its three small sinks and
blue and white checkerboard
linoleum floor.

What it does have?

Top stylists from Dessange,
such as Claude Boscher and
Linda Francipane, who are as
comfortable styling tresses of
celebrities from center stage
as they are those from center
court. And here, they’re dol-
ing out cuts that cost $110 at
the Manhattan salon for free.

For Stevenson, it was clo-
sure to a disappointing day.
“When we lived in California,
one of the things Alexandra
liked to do after a loss was
jump in the ocean. But she
can’t go and do that here,”
says her mother. “There’s
nothing better than a haircut
for a pick-me-up. She can
come to this place, dip in and
feel revived.”

For her part, Stevenson is
more focused on getting her
nail polish removed. “Can
you take it off?” she asks the

receptionist, waving a pink-

nailed hand. (They can.
There is one manicure sta-
tion.) Samantha Stevenson
explains: “If she loses a
match, she’ll never wear that
color again. She is not super-
stitious, but that is her
athletic routine.”

Other players, like Eric
Taino of New Jersey, are ad-
mittedly superstitious. “For
me, getting a haircut before a
big match is good luck,” he
says. “I always do it. And
also, you don’t want to look
horrible.”

But for most, it's just a
great perk. “New York is one
of the fashion cities, and you
want to have your hair cut
here,” says Alina Jidkova, a
Russian player who was hav-
ing a couple of inches of hair
lopped off after being knocked
out of the competition by Mar-
tina Hingis. In fact, that is ex-
actly why the salon, an inter-
national 700-franchise opera-
tion, offers the service gratis
to tennis stars and up-and-
comers alike. .

“This just makes sense,”
says Charles Rudy, vice presi-
dent of Jacques Dessange.
“We feel that we can carry
the Dessange image of
beauty to the sports field and
have the people who are con-
sidered the top athletes and
in the eye of the public wear-
ing top hair designs.”

Boscher is deftly trimming
the hair of Michael Hall, a

strapping Australian who’s
cleaning up for his doubles
match the next day. “Coming
here is so easy, and it’s one of
those things that feels good
and makes you look good. I'm
single and 26, so looking
good is a priority.” Hall went
on to have a manicure,
too — clear polish except for
two nails, which he had paint-
ed gold. “Awesome,” he' de-
clared on his way out.
Francipane, who has' cut
hair for Hingis, Pete Sampras
and Monica Seles, to name a
few, estimates that “80 per-
cent of the players come in at
one point or another. Theyre
happy about it. Agassi doesn’t
come because he’s bald.” As
for the haircuts themselves?
“They want styles that are
easy and comfortable, but
within the sport there seems
to be more concern about fash-
ion than there used to ba.”

Alina Jidkova, above, left, admires her new style, above, while hairdresser Luz

Martinez holds up a mirror. Right, Lester Cook of Los Angelss gets a manicure
from Melanie Gilbert at the salon at Arthur Ashe Tennis Stadium.

This seems to be true.
Three stylists consult serious-
ly with the clients — some-
times as many as 70 in a
day — mostly in accented En-
glish, and sometimes with
the help of Claire Waterman,
a Dessange makeup artist
who speaks French, German,
Italian and English. In cases
of, say, a Czech player and a
French stylist teaming up,
the consultation is done in
pantomime. The most impor-
tant factor for women with
longer hair seems to be main-
taining the ability to pull it
back in a ponytail. Those who
favor waifish short cuts like
having their bangs out of
their eyes. The guys are par-
ticularly fussy, debating ev-
erything including how much
of a sideburn to take off. Most
critical, says Mark Goellner,
a player from Germany, “is al-
ways looking good. You don’t

want to look all long and
fuzzy after a match.”

Well-known senior player
and Long Islander Gene
Mayer looks forward to his
haircut at the makeshift
salon. “I've been coming in
for years,” says the two-time
men’s doubles winner of the
French Open. “The U.S.
Open is among the most
high-pressured, unrelaxing
tournaments. You’re so up-
tight that it’s nice to offset it
by coming in for a haircut.”

Boscher, while clipping
away, jokes with Mayer, tell-
ing him that this is his first
haircut ever (he’s a 16-year
vet in the biz and has al-
ready done about 20 this
day). Mayer fires one back.
“Yeah, and this is my first
tournament.” ® 3

Anne Bratskeir is a
frequent contributor to
Newsday.
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